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00136 ROMA

Centenary of the Church in Kenya
Dialogue), assisted by Cardinal Maurice Otunga of
Nairobi and Archbishop Njenga of Mombasa. Twenty
bishops and a large number of priests concelebrated, and
the Mass was attended by President Moi of Kenya, who
addressed the gathering, congratulating the Church on its
centenary and praising it for its contribution to the
country's welfare. Among the guests of honour at the
celebrations were the Spiritan Superior General, Fr. Pierre
Haas, and the Consolata and Mill Hill Superiors General.
Apart from the Masses, the week was marked by exhibitions and functions of various kinds. The successful
organization of the week was due in large part to Fr.
Martin Keane, C.S.Sp., who was general secretary of the
centenary committee.
Some of the Bishops as they entered Mombasa Stadium for
the opening Mass of the Centenary Week.

Thousands of Catholics from all over Kenya gathered
in Mombasa for the weeklong ceremonies (5-12 August
1990) that concluded the year of pastoral renewal marking
the Church's centenary in the country. The year had been
opened with a Mass in Mombasa on Sunday, 13 August
1989, and had been observed with various functions at
parish and diocesan level and with two joint pastoral
letters from the bishops, the second of which was a
courageous examination of the problems facing the
country. The date for the beginning of the year had been
chosen to mark the first Catholic baptism in Kenya in
recent times - that of a Goan child by Fr. Alexandre Le
Roy in Mombasa on 14 August 1889.
The concluding ceremonies opened on Sunday morning, 5 August, with a Mass of thanksgiving in the Mombasa stadium presided over by Archbishop John Njenga of
Mombasa, and continued with a Mass in the stadium every
morning until the following Sunday (with the exception of
Monday 6th, when the Mass was held in the cathedral).
Different members of the hierarchy presided each day, and
there was a different theme for each day, such as the
family, workers, the youth, the sick, and justice and peace.
On Saturday evening, 11 August, an ecumenical service
was held in the courtyard of the 16th-century Portuguese
fortress, Fort Jesus.
The following morning more than 30,000 people took
part in the concluding Mass, which was presided over by
the Pope's Legate, Cardinal Francis Arinze (Nigerian
president of the Holy See's Council for Interreligious

The Church in Kenya
From the tiny seed planted by Spiritan missionaries in
Mombasa in 1889, the Catholic Church in Kenya today has
grown to some 5 million members in a population of 25
million - 20% of the population, with a further 40%
belonging to some 250 other Christian denominations. It
is a young and vibrant Church, in which the 4 archdioceses
and 9 of the 14 dioceses are headed by Kenyans (the other
5 dioceses being among nomadic peoples, evangelized by
the Consolata, Mill Hill, Kiltegan and Capuchin missionaries). More than a third of the 1,200 priests and more
than half of the 2,600 sisters are Kenyans. The Church's
contribution to education has been notable, with Catholic
schools in 1988 numbering 1,786 pre-primary, 3,792
primary and 690 secondary schools. The Church runs 42
hospitals and about 1,000 other health-care centres,
including dispensaries, clinics, homes for the aged etc. In
1985, Nairobi hosted the International Eucharistic Congress, at which His Holiness the Pope presided.
Spiritans were the first missionaries, but they were
joined not long after by the Consolata Fathers (1902) and
the Mill Hill Missionaries (1903), who evangelized,
respectively, the north and west of the country. Kiltegan
Fathers arrived in 1952 and Maltese Capuchins in 1973,
and today there are several other missionary congregations
at work. There are also many congregations of sisters,
including, in the Spiritan areas, the Loreto, Precious
Blood, Holy Rosary, Mercy Sisters and others.
Originally all of Kenya formed part of the Spiritan
Vicariate of Zanzibar. When the hierarchy was set up in
1953, there were five jurisdictions: the Archdiocese of

Portuguese held the fort until it was captured by Arabs
from Muscat in 1698, bringing an end to Portuguese power
in the region.
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Nairobi (C.S.Sp.), the Dioceses of Kisumu (Mill Hill),
Nyeri and Meru (both Consolata), and the Prefecture of
Eldoret (Kiltegan). The first two Kenyan priests were
ordained in 1927, and the first Kenyan bishop, the Most
Rev. Maurice Otunga, was consecrated in 1957, becoming
Archbishop of Nairobi in 1971 and Cardinal in 1973. At
the beginning of 1990 there was still the one archdiocese
of Nair obi, with 17 suffragan dioceses, but in May this year
Kisumu, Nyeri and Mombasa were also made archdioceses. The four metropolitan areas are now: Nairobi (with
suffragans Kitui, Machakos, Nakuru and Ngong); Kisumu
(with Bungoma, Eldoret, Kakamega, Kisii and Lodwar);
Nyeri (with Embu, Marsabit, Meru and Murang'a); and
Mombasa (with Garissa).

The Portuguese period
While the Church of Kenya today has grown from the
missionary endeavour of a hundred years ago, the country
had had earlier contacts with Catholicism.
In 1498, the Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama
called at Mombasa, which was already an established Arab
trading town, and erected a cross at Malindi which can
still be seen today. The Portuguese made a settlement at
Malindi in 1505, and St. Francis Xavier made a stop here
in 1542 on his way to Goa. It was not, however, till the
Portuguese had completed the building of the massive Fort
Jesus at Mombasa in 1596, thus making Mombasa their
main settlement along the coast, that any serious effort
was made in the field of evangelization. In 1599 there
were four Augustinians there, and soon they were able to
report 600 converts, who, with the Portuguese residents,
brought the number of Catholics to about a thousand.
The mission ended in bloodshed in 1631, when the King
of Mombasa, who had been educated in Goa by the
Portuguese, reverted to Islam and massacred the Christians who would not also become Muslims. About 50
converted to Islam, .300 (half of these Africans) died for
their faith, and 400 were sent to Mecca as slaves. The
2

The modern Catholic mission to East Africa began
when Bishop Amand Maupoint of Reunion sent three
diocesan priests, two brothers, six sisters and a doctor to
the island of Zanzibar in 1860. In 1862 the Prefecture of
Zanguebar (Zanzibar) was set up, including the whole
coast of what are now Tanzania and Kenya, and entrusted
to the Holy Ghost Congregation (with the diocesan Bishop
of Reunion as Prefect). The Sultan of Zanzibar was
welcoming, and a large mission station was established on
the island, where many slaves were redeemed from the
market. It was from here that Fr. Antoine Horner,
C.S.Sp., founded the mission of Bagamoyo (Tanzania) in
1868, followed by other missions in the interior in the
years that followed. Fr. Horner became Prefect Apostolic
in 1872, and in 1883 Zanguebar became a Vicariate under
Bishop Raoul de Courmont, C.S.Sp.
Kenya had to wait for its first mission until 1889, when
Bishop de Courmont sent Fr. Alexandre Le Roy (later
Vicar Apostolic of Gabon and then Superior General of
the Congregation) to Mombasa on an exploratory trip. He
arrived in Mombasa on 22 June 1889 and, from his base
here, visited Malindi, the Sabaki (Galana) river, Giriama
and other places, before recommending that the first
mission should be established on the Tana river in the
north, through which the British were trying to reach the
interior and where a Methodist mission had already been
started.
He returned to Zanzibar in October, and a month
later he was back in Mombasa with Bishop de Courmont,
Fr. Charles Gommenginger (a veteran of Sierra Leone),
Brother Acheul Dreyer and 10 Christians from Bagamoyo,
on their way to the Tana river. They made their way
upstream and on 14 December reached Kozi, where they
were given a piece of land and decided to found their
mission. After some further exploration, Bishop de
Courmont and Fr. Le Roy returned to Zanzibar, leaving
Fr. Gommenginger and Brother Acheul to establish the
mission at Kozi, but the enterprise turned to disaster the

Archbishop Le Roy
as Superior General

The first Spiritan house in Mombasa, bought by Fr. Le Roy in 1891.

following year when extensive flooding destroyed their
buildings and both fell ·seriously ill, along with their lay
helpers. Fr. Gommenginger died on 31 October 1890, at
the age of 49, on board the ship taking them back to
Zanzibar, and Brother Acheul died, aged 29, on 6 January
the following year. The graves of these two pioneers of
the Kenya mission are side by side in the mission cemetery
in Zanzibar. The Tana was abandoned until more than 60
years later, as the British decided to use a railway instead
of the river to reach the interior. The Mombasa-Uganda
railway was begun in 1896 and completed in 1901.
On 12 September 1891, Fr. Le Roy was back in
Mombasa, to start a mission there at a house bought from
the Goan, Mr. Pereira, whose daughter he had baptized
two years before. The first Sunday Mass was attended
by some Goan and Malabar Christians. Mombasa at this
time had a population of 1,600, most of whom were
Muslims. There was not much scope for evangelization in
the town, therefore, until much later, when people from
, the interior came down to the coast in search of work. In
1897 a new mission house and chapel were built at a
better spot on Mombasa island, and this chapel was used
until the building, in 1923, of the Holy Spirit Church,
which is now the Archdiocese's cathedral.
The first mission founded from Mombasa, in 1892, was
that of Bura, in the Taita hills, about 120 miles inland.
This was a suitable location from several points of view:
there was a large and welcoming population in the area,
untouched by either Islam or Protestantism; the climate
was better than that on the coast; and Bura was on the
way from Mombasa to Kilimanjaro, where Spiritan
missions had already been founded (His Holiness the Pope
has just presided, on 5 September, at the ceremonies for
the centenary of the Diocese of Moshi, Tanzania). Closer
to Mombasa, small catechumenates were opened in inland
villages, and one of these, Giriama, became a fully fledged
mission in 1903.
By that time, however, an even more important mission
had been started in the interior. In 1899 the Mombasa
railway had got as far as what is now the capital, Nairobi,
but which at the time was merely a small encampment for
the railway workers. In that year Bishop Emile Allgeyer
(who had succeeded Bishop de Courmont in 1897) and
two priests arrived there and were granted a piece of land
some three miles from the railway. Known for a long time
as the French Mission, St. Austin's belongs to history
because it was there that the Fathers planted the first
coffee seedlings which became the cradle of Kenya's chief
export crop today. In 1903 Bishop Allgeyer got a fouracre plot on which the Holy Family Church was built by
Brother Josaphat - the first stone building in Nairobi. It
was demolished in 1963, when the present Holy Family
Cathedral was built. Over the years, several other parishes
were opened in Nairobi as the town grew. The first
mission in the Kikuyu countryside north of Nairobi was
Riara, in 1902, followed by Mangu in 1906. The first
mission in Kamba· territory east of Nairob~ later to
become Machakos Diocese, was Kabaa, in 1913.
In 1913, Bishop John Neville succeeded Bishop
Allgeyer as Vicar Apostolic, and he was succeeded in 1932
by Bishop John Heffernan, who immediately transferred
the headquarters of the Vicariate from Zanzibar to
Nairobi. In 1932 the Vicariate still had only 21,000
Catholics, with 25 Spiritan priests (11 of them Irish), 9

Holy Family Cathedra~ Nairobi, on the day of its consecration in 1963. The earlier church, in the foreground, was
afterwards demolished and a tall, slender bell tower built on
the left of the cathedral.

brothers and 53 sisters. The Irish now began to replace
the French, and with the growth of the Irish Province
many more confreres were available for assignment to
Kenya. The development of new missions and of schools
proceeded apace.
In 1924, Fr. Michael Witte, a Dutch Spiritan, had
opened a technical school at Kabaa, and this soon became
a secondary school as well as a teacher training college.
The secondary school was transferred to Mangu in 1939,
but another secondary school was started in Kabaa in
1954, after the teacher training college was transferred to
Kilimambogo, where it still flourishes today. At the
request of the colonial government, St. Mary's School,
Nairob~ was opened in 1939 for the sons of European
settlers, but after Independence in 1963 it was open to all
and it is still one of the leading schools in the country.
In the Mombasa area, St. George's secondary school,
Giriama, was opened in 1948.
Bishop Heffernan was succeeded in 1946 by Bishop
John McCarthy, who became Archbishop of Nairobi in
1953, when the hierarchy was set up in the country. He
governed the archdiocese until 1971, presiding over rapid
growth in all sectors of the Church. Even the Mau Mau
troubles in the 1950s helped rather than hindered this
growth, as many Kikuyus turned towards the Church
during this period. In 1955, Mombasa became a separate
diocese under Bishop Eugene Butler (1957-78). Originally
the Vicar Apostolic used to be the Spiritan religious
superior as well, but since 1939 the religious superiors of
the Spiritan District of Kenya have been Frs. Michael
Finnegan, Daniel Murphy, Peadar Kelly, Niall McCauley,
Noel Delaney, Paul Cunningham, Oliver Ellis and, at
present, Patrick Leonard.
The necrology of the District for its first hundred years
lists 162 Spiritans who have gone to their rest after helping
to build up the Church in Kenya, and the number of those
alive who have worked or are working there would be still
higher. In 1974 there was the same number of 162 (all but
three of them Irish) working in the District. Today, with
disengagement in favour of local clergy, the number is
down to 68 confreres from the Irish Province, but the
Spiritan presence of the future is shifting towards the
young East African Province. This Province already has
54 priests, of whom 46 are from Tanzania, 4 from Kenya
3

and 4 from Uganda. Its theologate is at Langata, near
Nairobi, where there are 4 Kenyans among the 25 students, and there are 2 Kenyan novices and 9 Kenyan
philosophy students in Tanzania.
Among the priorities of the Kenya District stressed at
its Chapter in April this year was the mission to the
nomads in East Pokot, where Frs. Gerard Foley, Sean
McGovern and John Kevin have been working since 1980.

While this is still in the stage of pre-evangelization, it
shows that the pioneering spirit of Kenya's first Spiritan
missionaries is still very much alive.

(A book on the history of the Spiritans in Kenya, by Frs.
Edward Corcoran and Francis Comerford, is being prepared
for publication. We are grateful to Fr. Corcoran for much
of the material for the above article.)

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
on 4 June, set up a Permanent Preparatory Commission for the
1992 General Chapter, consisting of six members: Frs. Michael DOYLE
(coordinator), James OKOYE, Fran~ois NICOIAS, William HEADLEY, David REGAN and Noel O'MEARA;
on 6 June, appointed Fr. Clement IBMBA as Superior of the
Zambia International Group for a second three-year term, beginning
on 22 June;
on 20 June, appointed Fr. Jean-Fran~ois COQUEREL as Superior
of the Paraguay Group for a second three-year term, beginning on 15
December 1990;
on 22 June, confirmed the election of Fr. Gregor LUIZ as
Provincial Superior of Germany for a second three-year term, beginning
on 25 June;
on 22 June, confirmed the election of Fr. Alphonse IAGOGUE
as District Superior of Martinique for a third three-year term, beginning
on 30 July;
on 11 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Tadeusz MICHALSKI as
Provincial Superior of Poland for a second three-year term, beginning
on 11 July;
on 11 September, confirmed the election of Fr. Mose PONIELO
as Provincial Superior of Brazil for a three-year term, beginning on 2
February 1991;

since (apart from four years in the United States, where he completed
a doctorate in Administration while fund-raising for Brazil). Another
new arrival is Fr. John GEARY, who has come to take charge of the
Documentation Service. Ordained in Ireland in 1960, he was assigned
to Trans-Canada, where he has bad a distinguished career in education,
as principal of Neil McNeil High School, founder and principal of
Libermann High School and, for the past eight years, as a superintendent of the Catholic schools in Toronto.

First Appointments
The General Council has made the following First Appointments:
Andres GRACIA Y GRACIA (Spain)
John ATOBA (WAF)
Aaron GYAMFI-APPIAH (WAF)
Henri ARTHE (IOF)

to
to
to
to

Mexico
Makurdi
the Gambia
Pakistan

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
08 Dec. : Br. Hermann-Josef STICKELMANN (Germany).

60 Years of Profession:
15 Dec. : Fr. Philippus van ESCH (Holland).

50 Years of Priesthood:

on 11 September, confirmed the election of Fr. Rheaume SAINTLOUIS as Provincial Superior of Canada for a second three-year term,
as from 14 August;

21 Dec. : Frs. Etienne DATIAS (France), Crispim Alves P. MARTINS, Albano de Oliveira MATOS, Antonio Alves OLIVEIRA and Joaquim Alves Martins PEREIRA (Portugal).

on 11 September, confirmed the election of Fr. Alexander
EKECHUKWU as Provincial Superior of Nigeria for a second threeyear term, as from 14 August;

Our Dead

on 21 September, appointed Fr. Noel O'MEARA as General
Secretary for a three-year term, as from 1 September;
on 21 September, appointed Fr. John GEARY as head of the
Documentation Service at the Generalate for a three-year term, as
from 1 September.

The Generalate
The Generalate thanks Fr. John FLAVIN, who has returned to
Ireland to take up an appointment at St. Mary's College after three
years as General Secretary. After his ordination i!) 1964, he had worked
for six years in Sierra Leone and then taught at Templeogue College,
Dublin. He is succeeded as General Secretary by Fr. Noel O'MEARA,
who was ordained in 1965. He was one of the two founder members
of Templeogue College in 1966, and was on the Irish Provincial Council
for three years before going in 19n to Brazil, where he has worked

07 June:
10 June:
13 June:
19 June:
20 June:
27 June:
30 June:
06 July
08 July
09 July
13 July
18 July
21 July
30 July
01 Aug.:
23 Aug.:
04 Sept.:
10 Sept.:
21 Sept.:
25 Sept.:

Fr. Cristobal VALDEZ (Trinidad), 80.
Br. Benoit STARCK (France), 83.
Fr. Jean-Baptiste HAUCK (Reunion), 71.
Fr. Adam DENU (France), 82.
Fr. Francis MAO (Martinique), 81.
Fr. Petrus van ADRICHEM (Holland), 80.
Fr. Francis P. SMITH (USA/E), 83.
Fr. Walter ARENDT (Germany), 85.
Fr. Jean-Claude BOURGEOIS (Bangui), 48.
Fr. Pierre LE BIHAN (France), 83.
Mr. Gaston SE~MOU (CAP), 30.
Fr. Camille SPREDER (France), 68.
Fr. Martinus JOOSTEN (Holland), 72.
Br. Rufus TOURNE (Holland), 89.
Fr. Franz SCHURT (Germany), 84.
Fr. Jan van de ZANDT (Brazil Central), 87.
Fr. Cornelius O'MAHONY (Ireland/England), 58.
Fr. Charles WERLEN (France), 77.
Fr. Richard CUMMINS (England/Long Island), 80.
Fr. Joseph CORLESS (Ireland), 80.

Published by Fr. Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Service, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.
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